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The school year began with a significant delay in 

term 1 due to the Royal Decree on H1N1. However 

through the efforts of both staff and students 

we believe there has been a minimal impact on 

learning.  We have also managed to cram almost 

all our usual activities and programmes in the 

shortened year and these were reflected in the 

recently published 2010 review.  

 

The results of the recent parent survey were reported back to the 

Board last Sunday and we will publish these for parents at the start of 

the next academic year.  The outcomes will be important in helping the 

Board set strategic directions for the school for the next 5 -10 years.  

A big thank you to all of you who participated in this.  

 

As is usual at the end of the year we have to farewell 

many staff and students.  I would like to thank all those 

who are leaving for their contributions to the school and 

wish them well as they move on to new locations around 

the world.  

 

Finally, I hope you all have a wonderful summer and look 

forward to welcoming all returning staff and students 

back to school in September.  

School closure  

Please note that school is closed from Saturday 10 th  July 

through Wednesday 15 th  September inclusive, although 

restricted services will operate from Saturday 10 th  July until 

Wednesday 14 th  July and on September 14 th  & 15 th  in our 

accounts office.  

Full office services resume when school re - opens for students 

on Saturday 18 th  September.  

Uniform Shop  

Please note that from the start of next academic year all 

school uniform items must be purchased through our uniform 

shop.  For the period from  Tuesday 14 th  September 2010 

until Wednesday 22 nd September 2010 the shop will be open 

from 7.45am through to 3.30pm.  

Another year completed  
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During this last term the Nursery 

children have been finding out a 

little more about the big wide 

world around them, with help from 

their mums and dads, who have 

been spending some time in the 

class talking about the different 

countries they are from.  

 

The children have acquired a range 

of skills, knowledge and attitudes 

related to their knowledge and 

understanding of the world, in 

many ways. They have been 

enjoying a wealth of different 

experiences with parents coming 

into the class and talking about 

their customs and cultures, looking 

at traditional costumes, tasting 

different foods and playing with 

the children. The children have 

also been encouraged to ask 

questions, look at books, 

photographs, video clips and other 

artifacts.  

Message from the Primary Head Teacher  

How quickly time flies by. It is already four years since I joined the school. In fact, 

I joined the school on the same day that our current Year 6 children joined what was 

then the Middle School. Their first day was also mine. They were nervous as they 

entered the Russ Law Hall to meet the teachers and I was equally as nervous as I 

entered the hall to meet the children and parents. We have all been through so much 

in the last four years, four years that will have left them with so many memories of 

their time at school. Over this time there have been so many special events that I 

couldnõt begin to list them here. Too often though, we only focus on the learning in the classroom when we 

are considering quality education, but in line with the Schoolõs Philosophy, ôeducation should be enjoyable 
and must enable students to develop academically, emotionally, socially, physically, morally and creativelyõ, 

each and every year, for all of the children here at the school, we aim to offer a well balanced education, 

one that helps to make all of these memories.  

Year 6 will be moving on in September to the Upper School but I will continue on my role as Primary School 

Head Teacher with more children.  

For everyone at the School who has helped to make the year so memorable, not only for Year 6, but for all 

of the children, I would like to extend my thanks.  

A number of our staff and children are leaving the Primary School of BISJ and moving to new schools. For 

the staff moving on from the school, a big thank you from the whole school community for everything you 

have done. For those children moving to different countries, I wish you every success in your new schools 

and hope that you leave BISJ with wonderful memories of the education you have had here.  

Have a wonderful summer holiday and I look forward to seeing you all again in September.  

Neil Hugo  
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As we come to the end of another school year, it is worthwhile taking the time to reflect on all that has 

happened with our YE children. It is always very rewarding to see the progress that they have made and 

to recognize and acknowledge the personal challenges that they have faced and met. For some children 

it has been a year where they have had to learn a new language, for others, they have had to think a 

little more about other people around them and to learn that sharing is important. For many it has been 

a challenge just to learn to dress and undress themselves for swimming. Throughout the year, every 

child has had the chance to experience something new, the opportunity to make new friends and to start 

making his or her own decisions.  

Look out YRé...here 

they come!  

In our Integrated Thematic 

Unit this term, we thought 

about what facts we already 

knew about animals.  

We wanted to find out more, so 

we looked in books and on the 

internet (with our teachersõ 

help of course!) and discovered 

facts about animals that are 

bigger and smaller than us.  

We talked about the new 

facts we had learnt and  

wrote some of them down. 

We drew pictures of the 

animals too. 

Then we presented our  

research to the rest of the 

year group in assemblies. 

We answered questions 

about our facts.  

Everyone learnt so much!  

We had great fun 

using magnifying 

glasses to look 

closely at mini 

beasts.  
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This term the children in Y2 have worked on their final unit 

entitled ôAre we Caring for our World?õ and a part of this 

unit focused on water.  We considered where our water 

came from and what we could do to ensure that we do not 

waste this precious resource. We visited a 

desalination plant to see how salt water is turned 

into fresh water.  We tasted the water to note the 

difference. Some of the children also looked in 

more detail at how various filters work to remove 

particles from water.  We have been trying to make 

sure we do not waste water by not leaving the tap 

running too strongly when we are washing our hands. We can 

also save water at home when we are brushing our teeth!  

We all need to drink a lot of water but to try to reduce the 

rubbish created by plastic cups, we use our own refillable 

bottles in Y2. All in all, it really has been an enjoyable unit.  

 

As the current year ends, the children in Y1 

have been reflecting on some of the things 

they have enjoyed during the year.  They have studied their senses and how they help to 

keep us safe and healthy. They took part in experiments to test their sense of smell and 

taste.  They read a book called, ôThe Very Lonely Fireflyõ and found out about light and 

dark.  All classrooms were blacked out for ôDark Dayõ and the children had story time 

and a midnight feast by torchlight.  In ôAfter the Stormõ, they discovered how to take 

care of plants. They planted sunflower seeds and watched them grow.  They learnt about 

how they spend their free time and how important it is to play.  The children visited 

õCentral Parkõ and enjoyed playing group games, such as ôCrocodile, Crocodileõ.  The unit 

culminated in the Y1 concert.  This year the concert was based on the circus.  We had 

lions, acrobats, horses, elephants and clowns.  A great time was had by all.    

  


